HOWARD 28 BULLET sport boat

CHART TOPPER

Howard's 28 Bullet is everything a custom
'_wu.JuT_l_‘u_l.ﬁL_hqu be—and then some.

i And the boar was every bic as de fighrfil as we remembened
PERFORMANCE

Hiward pnncpal Gene Wil

"Smooth. Precise. Solid.
Efficient. Those were the
words that came to
mind while we were
testing the midcabin
open bow 28-footer. Of
course, having evaluated
the boat before, we
expected nothing less.”



round h

er, Including a tur-

harged engine in the past,
ard sent the boat with
ngine fro

cing.And the b
itas delightful as

are on the manne power curve these days
With slightly positive tim, the stepped-bor-

tomt 28 Buller whipped through slalom after
slalom, circle after arcle, and pierced 2- to 3-

foor river chop with ease.
WORKMANSHIP

Tooling for the 28 Buller was spot-on
deviied of a dimple or a blemish. Howard has
set a high construcnion-qualiy bar for rself,
and once again the company deared that bar

with room o spare. Alchough the builder did

umination schedule, we know it

not provicle a
wses vinyhester resin and vanous Lyers of knie-
ted Aiberglass. The boar's hull and deck were
rabbed rogether and ane allowed o cure i the
mold for 14 days

Running counter to the West Coast acsthet

i, whaete a custom boat isn't the real thing
withour an explosion of in-geleoar graphics,
Heward dressed the 28 Buller in vanous ones
of gray. And though gray s, radinonally
speaking, a conservanive color—think barde
-_\|11]1'1 if vou need proaf-it looked exotic on
our test boar thanks to a peatlescent finish
Execunion of the }'_L'lu‘-'l.l color scherne, like
thar of the tooling, was astounding

Custom pewter grab handles matched the

extenor colors, 48 did Accon Pull-Up elears in
pewter berels, Stainless-steel rils around the
bow searing looked nght ar home.

The engine hatch/sun pad opened on a

pair of Dana hydraulic hinges. New for the

2005 model year, a scupper around the open-

ing for the hatch was added. It drained via a
plastic hose ro the bilge

On each side of the engine, which was

installed on L-angles through-boleed to the
stringers, there was a gun-metal-gray retaines
thar formed a stowage area. For access to the
sides of the NI, the rerainers were remoy:
able. Cables were well secured wath evenly

spaced stainless-steel cushion clamps, as was
the conduit-wrapped wiring. Biller boxes

housed the boat’s two battenes
INTERIOR

Rich gumwale padding comes in handy,
especially in a boar thar can run hard in rough
water. The people ar Howard obviously consd
ered this when they padded the gunwales for
thie 28 Buller. They also appreciated the merits
of a perfectly installed, dedicaced gray Berber
carpet, which should be kind ro bare fi

Color marched ro the exrerior, the cockpir

searing layout included a deep bench sear with
Finished stowage lockers undemeath the bot-
tom cushion and plush bucker sears. Graly han-
dlis, reachable from the resr bench, were
maounted on the back sides of the buckets

To enable the drver and co-pilot to stand up
in rough condinions, Howard made botrom
cushions for the buckets renovable. Though
the buckers weren'r of full-bolster heighe, they
were rall enough ro make standing comformable
and supportive, Siting or standing, we found
the

gled footrests useful in the chop

Armanged around the stainless-steel helm to
starboard were Auto Merer Pro Comp Marine
gauges. Accessory switches were mounted mn sil-
ver panels. The Livorsi Manine throttle and shift
levers were mounted on the gunwale,

Finished to the same high standards as the
rest of che 28 Bullet, the mideabin included a
dedicated cooler nits own recess—not an add-
on recainer, bur a molded-in spor on the port
side of the boat, Opposite the cooler was a lock-
able scowage console, Additional cabin fearures
included cupholders, directional spotlighes and
STOWARE SPaces

Thanks ro dedicaned tooling for the open-
bow version of the 28 Buller—the boar also
comes in a closed-deck version—the bow rider
pornion of the boat had an uncommonly fin-

ished appearance
OVERALL

Once again, Howard's 28 Buller has dazzled
us. This time around, the builder made a mel-
low power move, and that pur the spotlight
nghrwhere it belonged, on the exceptional
sport boar itsel £ We wene prepared o be
spoiled by the 28-foorer and, once again, 1t

didn’r disappomr. @

Froum lefi: Orver the years, we haree tested Howard Custom Boat's 28 Bullet with big customn power snd liked the boat's handling capabsities. When
comgany owner Gens Willen brought the V-bottom with relatively tame power —a Mercury Racing HP52EFI motor—it give us o chance o wee
harw the bost performed with a stock engine. The blue motor's oo homepower was good encugh to defiver Bo mph speeds in bess-than-perfoct
conditions on the Colorado Rives. Being a small-volume custom buiider gives the Southern Calfamia company time to do things right. Notice
e el dhetasis wisien it came to rigging in the engine compartmant. Wires ann propesy supported and access o the batteries b as eavy a5 it gets
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