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Howard's new 25 Bullet is as solid as its larger brother, the 28 Bullet. ot : with fabric

NE RIDE CONVINCED US THAT Hon DS HARD-
hitting 28 Bullet was one of the best sport boats
in its size range. And it came as no surprise that
the 25 Bullet was just as solid, just as efficient
and just as nghtly buile as its big brother.

[Tere were a couple of surprises, chief among them the pric
£79.990 as we tested it i optional Dana trim tabs,
hydraulic s
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At all bue the hi speeds, rracking was excellent, Even at
the top, the boat o quired a bit more driver mpur and we
suspect that n'|1|.n'|r' thi |._.!|'l!|_' SIECTING with Hull ||_:|.'|_||';|_|||.r|_
would have cured ir. Chopping throl uptly produced a
discernible deceleration reacrion. Gradual deceleration was the
answer to thar characteristic,

Another characteristic we found was that the boar pointed the bow
up a bit . t ed out in a respe

oat needed no tabs dunn, d; cranon or during our top

o rests. Likewnse, it slashed through slalom mum after skalom mm ar
spevds approaching 60 mph withour skipping, hopping or shding.

Credit thar handling p
ward single-step 22.5 ! w I ourer strakes
that ran bow to stern, an 8-inch noteh, a sk arp keel and a S-inch
wide chine angled at about 3

I
“felt” throughout our tesis. Inth

Bob Teapeue savs it ¢

“Every o I Vi) a boat and it reminds vou of
a really fme automobile,™ he sad. “Ics quiet and solid, and doesn’
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TEST CONDITIDNS

Temperature 71 degreen
!-I:,nu_;-r:._ B4 peiiert
Wind speed 24 mph
San pondinm, I" chag
hmation il bevel
HULL INFORMETION

Deadrrss at bransom 215 degreed
Cerirtne -7
Eaan T
Hall mmight 4,100 poundy
FRICENG INFORMATION

Hase retml $3.955
Price & teied $75,990
ENGINE & PROPELLER

Enpe Warf.rcsar 436 ag HO
Cytiecder type Vi
Cubsc-mch dinplacnnenshripowe: A%kz3
Lower-unit prar ratin ; L5
Propelier Mercury Brave Oee 15 LM x 267
OPTIONS OM TEST BOAT

lipjrade ko MerCruiser A5 Mag HO engine (36,1004, tus
lom biliet seal bases (51,1000, Dana scissor hinges
($1.0501, Gana trim tabe ($955), SmartCraft SC1000 mon-
o [S404) and Swal hatimnes {$3500

ACCELERATION

4 secondy EH.n-.:.n
10 saconds 45 mph
15 seconds 53 msh
20 sconds BE mph
MIDERNGE ACCELERATION

-5 mph 33 spmas
AQ-50 mph £.8 ssvondi
40-10 mph 14.5 seconds.
EPN VS WPH

10  mgh
1500 Bmph
2000 22 mph
1500 35 mph
1000 43 mph
50 50 mph
4000 1 mgh
4500 k7 mph
TOP SPEED AT RPM

Rutar 73.7 mph at 4300
Mondakag Parformance Prodects G5 125 mph
PLAHING

Trme o plane 47 weconds
Winmum planeg 1o 17 mph
FUEL ECOmOMY

KI5 mph A mpg
AL 35 mph 38 mpg
M 42 =gh 35 mpg
Al 55 mph Impg
Al (5 mph X5 mpg
ALWOT 22 mpg
FUEL CAPRCITY 55 gallom
TEST CONDRICTED AT San Diegn
MAMUFACTURER

fowund Condom Beats, Dept. PE. 18113 Awinie Stanford
Valessa, 4 01355, B61-257-927% www howairl boaty com
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have any ramles, you can't hear the road
noise and all that kind of swff, This boat
kind of reminds me of that. It's pot a sophis-
tication about it that exudes qualiy.”

WORKMANSHIP

That quality showed in every aspect of the
25 Bullet. For example, laminanng the boat
takes 14 days, one layer ar a ome per day.
Company owner Gene Willen explained:

*Ir's got a two-week mold cure tme,” he
said. “All of our boats stay n the mold for
14 days, and that’s not a decision | made. It
came from speaking with the people that |
buy my fberglass products from. The
chemists thar manufacture the products say
thar they want to see one laminate per day,
not multple laminares. Let it cure properly.
S0 we do the lamination on one day, then
the next day we sand everything down. We
never put fiiberglass up against fberglass
thar hasn't been prepped.”

In the bilge area, Howard sprays the
mterior of the laminate with white gelcoar
and shoots it with Durotech, a clear coar,
which adds luster.

MNaturally, the engine was bolted to alu
minum L-angles through-bolted o the
stringers. All wiring and plumbing was
wrapped in conduit. Most of it was tucked
up and under the punwales and was routed
to the engine from the transom.

Ihe engine bay also featured gray Berber
carpeting and  fabric-covered
boxes o either side of the engine. To finish

stowage

off the sides of the bilge, Howard installed
padded upholstered panels with vinyl
pouches. The underside of the harch, which
litted on hydraulic Dana sassor hinges, was
covered in black fabnc that matched the
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boxes on the sole of the engine.

On the ourside, the hullsides and horzon-
tal surfaces exhibited exemplary shine and
were devoid of any waves. In-gelcoat graph
ics were simple and straightforward, and
executed with the same high degree of skill
yvou'll find i the finest West Coast customs.

Protecting it all was an anodized alu-
minum rubrail with a red rubber insert.

INTERIOR

The beauty of the 25 Bullet lay in its sim-
plicity. For example, the cabin fearred a
roughly 8-foot-long V-berth with a pair of
twin facing lounges farther aft. Nothing
more, (Oh, except tor the four bulkheads in
the cabin—thus the solid feel.

Ot in the cockpit, Howard perched the
front sears on Dana Marine Products biller
bases, They were comfortable and placed
to otfer enough legroom vet sull allow the
driver to reach all the controls and steering
wheel comfortably.,

Highlights from the hetm include the full
Gaffng by Livorst instrumentation and
Ritchie

mechanical indicators for the mbs and dnve

levers, a compass, Bluewater
and the miniamre SmartCraft display unit.

All outer passengers woukd have no trouble
hanging on because Howard placed all the
grab handles so that your hand lirerally fell on
them when you sat dowi Plus, the angle at
which they were placed was engonomically
comfortable, Gray Berber carpeting rounded
ot the Interior appomuments.,

OVERALL

It's difficult to follow an act like the 28
Bullet: However, in the case of the 25
Buller, Howard made it look casy. ®



