HAT A MANUFACTURER MIGHT WIN A COUPLE OF Boart of I|!l.'
Year awards isn't all that unusual. The performance
boat world is small and the top plavers, though they
might have off vears, don't change a whole lor, Bur
for a builder to take top honors within three years
with the same model in the same category 15 downright rare.

That's exactly what Howard has done with the 28" Bullet, our
2003 fand 2001} Sport Boat of the Year

Of course, knowing thar they'd have to dazzle us 1o even have a hope
of walking away with the wop prize again, the Southem Califormnia
builder sent an upgraded customer’s boat with a 900-plus-hp o
bocharged engime. That was a big change from the 470-hp Mercuny
Racing HPSOOEF mill in the first boat, but beyond the motor and a
Brnax drive, all other changes were cosmenic.

There aren’t a whole lot of sin eine Y-bottoms that can top
the century mark, much less those thae can do it without leaving vou
feeling as if you've just cheated death. On a 100-plus degree desen
day betrer suited 1o testing hotel room air condinoning than testing
boats, the Howard 28° Bullet hit 101.1 mph without so much as an
unwanted twirtch or vibraton. It wasn’t just one of the most srable
100-mph single-engzine V-bottoms we tested this year. It was among
the most stable 100-mph boars we tested, period. And that includes
the catamarans.

A lirtle turbo lag kept the 28' Bullet from being snappy out of

the hole, but once the mrbo spooled, the boat was reflex-quick

IHl:-.:-|||||'|5_' from 40 o 60 |:||'li| ook 3 sec
to 70 mph ook 2.7

s and blasting from 50

seconds, Suffice it o sav, that the turbo had

At all Spe eds, the 28" Buallet handled :_"-._'I'Il,';_ll'._ (M course. havi
become awfully fond of breathing we didn’t throw it hard over at
high speeds, but the boat did ace radical slalom mms ar low speeds
and carved deep, gracetul arcs up top.

Cored with balsa and laid up by hand, the 28" Buller exhibited
phenomenal mold work on its flat<to-convex deck and straight
hullsides. Although just a few tribal fames adomed the predomi-
nantly white boat, all gelcoat gleamed. Pewter bezels were used 1o
accent the boat’s hardware, most of which was fashioned from bil
ler aluminum.

It e, too, was completely sanitary with wire looms held by
cushion clamps, batteries in biller-aluminum brackers and the il
tinished in smooth gelecoar. Trick hvdranlic hinges rased and low-
ered the engine hartch.

The 28" Bullets interior offered evervthing you could reasonakhly
want, but nothing yvou didn't need. Its straghtforward cabin was
devord of apphances that won't last in a 100-mph boat, but it did
have functional lounges and a berth, as well as the same plush Berber
carpet on the cockpir sole. Bolsterstvle bucker sears and angled
footrests were supplied i the cockpit for the drver and co-pilor. Best
word for the entire layout? Clean.

Howard's 28" Bullet 15 a winner. Again. @
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and complementied
angled footrests

OT MANY SINGLE-ENGINE V-
bottoms can reach 100 1|||p||.
I'he power required is mon-
strous, but that's the least of
it. A small V-bottom can
begin to get squirrelly above 80 mph.
And the difference berween 80 and
100 mph is a lot more dramartic than

the 200 mph it represents.

PERFORMANCE

mir 20001 Ci

it th

th that kind of

epower under tl tch, we're more

Test Conditions | Parker, Ariz.




TEST 29

HULL INFORMATRON

Deadiise al tracsim 12 degiees
Centerine i}
Beam By
Hol meiget 4,400 pounds
oottt

Base bl $75,000
Price 2% leated $130.580
ENGINE & PROPELLER

Engine Carson Brumamed twin-furbo
Cytmder type o)
Cuitrc-inch displacementihorsepowes 5400380
Lower-unid e Tt 131
Peopedlar Mercury Maxims 15 10" 0 327
STANOKRD EQUIPMENT

mm&szm hullf.a“

Gatfreg throtie'shatie, secine esgng halch, !Llu'llu.! mp-

up ceats, bahawnd@:llndhdl seven-coloe. geicoat
wathy fade. Dimo steenng whesd, illuminatnd eocier-owitch

E:':‘ powder-coabed handwase, wber lighting. cuslom
2] bolsters, uki-tow, Dema hatch hingss and Rilche

elochionic compass

OPTIONS ON TEST BOAT
Upgeada tn Carson Brummel twin-turbo engine (525,000,
B drive with HO transom (315,000, Hudl hpdravse

lt::nhtli.r IWJ custorm Alpine sherma (45,0004, fert rig-
Ei!]-:l Dana frim tabs {24000, sna
w:iumu'm D001, Lab-treeshed Banimus prop (§1,000],
sliding cabin door with lock ($900, Blwewater dnve and tab
adicaloe (1000, bol and cold fransom showes [S404,
{'ul'ln GP5 Bt IHIIIIJ dual batfery switch

wind deflectors {$335, rj. plove: bou ($320,
m mira up cleats (83001, deplhhinder (SI75), drive
m_and Talin fre ctmguisher ($275)
ACCELERATION
5 seconds 16 mph
10 secomts 28 mph
15 seconds B0 mph
) secoeds Bimgh
MIDRAKGE ACCELERATION
30-50 mph 38 secondy
A6 m 3 seconds
A0-T0 mph ... 5.5 secondy
RPM WS MPH
L S— ]
1500 22 mph
= S E—————— ]
2500 AT mph
.50 mph
10 9 mph
om0 0000 &0 mph
a5 &4 mph
- - Al 56 mph
TOP SPEED A RPM
........................ mph at 5500
Mordshay Perfomance Praducts GPS im
e
1] — ]
Minimum planing wpeed 14 mph
FUEL ECOMONY
AL 25 mph o A
mph _ A
AL 45 mph A
ill% m ..... m
T i e e e e, ]
FUELCAPACITY &) pslom
TEST CONDUCTED &7 o, Mz
MANUFACTURER

Howard Costom Boats, Depl. PE. 22113 Averns Stasdord,
Walencia, CA 91355, 861 -257-5275, wanw hiwandboats com

accustomed to the rumble of a blown big-
block. The lack of engine thunder and the
uncommonly quiet I'I.II'IIiiI'!].[ characreristics
of the single-step, 22-degree deep-V' hull
made the 28° Bullet one of the quietest high-
performance boats we've ever tested.

Except, of course, at its top speed of
101.1 mph ar 5,500 rpm, where the wind
noise was, and always is in open-cockpit
boars, substantial. To manage the engine’s
boar was outhirred with a
Bmax drive with a 1.3:1 gear reducrion.
The propeller was a prototype Mercury
Maximus 15 12" x 32" five-blade, one of
the company’s new stainless-steel wheels
that debuted ar the Miami International
Boar Show in February.

Turbochargers rake a moment or two
to spool up, and that was reflected in the
28-footer’s f-second time to plane with
its Diana trim tabs down. Once the e
bos kicked in, the 28° Buller delivered the
kind of midrange

power, the

acceleranion that
makes grown men grin. The boat went
from 30 o 50 mph in 3.8 seconds, 40 to
60 mph in 3 seconds and 40 to 70 mph
imn i.{ S0 HiI.J'H. I"':H' LE.II.IL‘L, W EH.H ‘h{' ]"1 KL
through a 50-to-70-mph drill, which
took 2.7 seconds,

In a boat that didn’t rack and handle
perfectly, the top speed and acceleration
numbers would have been scary. But the
28" Buller, with its dual-ram hydraulic
steering system from IMCO, earmned top
scores in all of our agility and tracking
drills, It simply is one of the best-handling
and stable boats in its class.

WORKMANSHIP

Even after a close look at the 28" Bullet, it
was hard to believe the boat had %0 hours
on i, That's a mibute o Howard’s custom
craftsmanship (and, in all faimess, the boat’s
fasndious owner). The balsa-cored 28-foor-
er was handlaid with vinylester resin and
various weights and weaves of fiberglass.

Mold work was phenomenal. The 28"
Bullet has a fairly low-profile, flat deck—
and we couldn't find the slightest wave in

The same applied to its straight hull-
sides. Although the graphics were far from
intricate on the mostly white (with tribal
flames) boar, the gelooar shine was bril-
liant and protected rubrail with
indexed screw heads,

About the only pieces of “production”
hardware on the boar were six Accon
Pull-Up clears in pewter-colored bezels,
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Cart-eve naviganon hights were flush-
mounted on the nose, Grab handles
throughout the boat, including those above
the swim platform, were billet aluminum.

Dana Produces hvdranlic hinges raised
the fiberglass-based engine harch. Holding
the engine firmly in place were L-angles
through-bolted to the stmngers. Cushion
clamps held the wire looms and cables n
place, dual barteries were installed in biller
hoxes and the bilge was finished in sand-
ed-smooth gelcoar.

INTERIOR

Impeccably mstalled gray Berber carpet cov-
ered the sole of the 28' Bullet's cabin, which

had two facing lounges and a three-cushion V-
berth. The boat had no deck hatches or pont
hodes w let i light, but the light bewge vinyl
upholstery gave the caibin an open feel. Plus,
whien open, the acrylic cabin door ket in ample
natural hght. For vennlanion, the manufactur-
er mcluded clectmic tans. Stowage areas were
behind the backrests on the lounges.
Howard installed the same Berber car-
pet, with the same hugh level of care, n the
boat’s cockpit. Bolster-style bucket seats for
the co-pilot and driver were mounted on
powder-painted  billet stands.  Angled
footrests were molded into the cockpit sole.
Basics ar the port-side co-pilots spot
included a locking glove box, a billet grab
handle and the requisite cupholder. There
also was an effective acrylic windscreen.
The starboard-side helm stanon also
was supplied with one of those wind-
screens, as well as a tlt steering wheel and
a Gaffrig by Livorsi throtde-and-shifter
unit, Among the ( .Jir'ri!:, by Livors: gauges
in the 120-mph GPS
speedometer and an 8,000-rpm tachome-

dash was a

ter. For keeping track of the tabs and

drive, the builder installed Bluewarer

mechanical indicarors. Accessory switches
were set in etched panels.

Passengers could stow gear in lockers
under the four-person rear bench or, in the
case of smaller items, in the carpeted gun-
wale trays on each side of the cockpit.

OVERALL

We gper more than our share of comfort-
able 100-plus-mph boat rides, bur almost
none of them s in a 28"-long V-bottom,
As a rule, it takes a lot more for a V-bat-
om to be comfortable that speed.
Howard'’s 28" Bullet presents an extraor-
dinary exception to that rule, @
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