


of the second step was tricky. Keeping the boat
‘gued to the water’ but ‘slippery’ was challenging.
| had a lot of sleepless nights thinking about
changing an angle here and there.

“We are now running the same speeds with
our side-by-side engine setup as our competitors
are with a staggered setup,” he added. “The
36 Bullet also had to have the stability of the
28 Bullet. A boat without stability is useless.
Those were our goals, and we're extremely
happy with the result.”

In terms of construction quality and attention
to detail, the 36 Bullet was every bit the finished
product we've come to expect from Howard. The
mold work on the hull and deck were flawless—
the quality of Howard's tooling matches that of
any custom boatbuilder in the country. Though
the engine compartment in the boat was tight,
the rigging within was logjcal, clean and properly
supported in every area.

In terms of layout, one of the more notable
features of the 36 Bullet was its cockpit. It had
enough space for four electric dropout-bottom
bolsters on billet stands and a four-person rear
bench. So when the water gets rough, at least
four people in the boat can ride in comfort.

Thanks to a David Clark intercom system,
they'll also be able to communicate with one
another when the boat's at speed.

Livorsi Marine gauges with dark carbon-fiber-
style faces were arranged logjcally around the
tilt helm. Also from Livorsi, the boat’s controls
were within a comfortable reach for the driver.

Space in the midcabin, which featured two
facing lounges, was ample. Cabin amenities
included a deck hatch for light and ventilation,
a molded galley with Corian-style countertops
and a sink, a flat-screen television, and a
head. The space for the lounges in the deep
open bow was more than adequate.

To add a little dockside flair at night, the 36

Bullet was equipped with underwater LED lights.

Navigation lights also were of the LED variety,

as were the running lights on the underside of
the bow. More standard hardware included six
retractable cleats, a powder-painted rail around

the open bow and billet pewter grab handles.

More often than not, good things take time.
To its credit, Howard didn't rush the 36 Bullet
to market. Surely the closed-deck offering
won't be rushed either.

“With the open bow and midcabin on the
first model, we did everything to make our lives
difficult, but that's what the owner wanted and
it tumed out great,” Mike Willen said. “But I'm
really looking forward to the closed-deck version.”

So are we. And we're reasonably sure we
won't have to wait another three years for it. @
~ Matt Trulio is a freelance writer for Powerboat.
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